
 

 

CPA Qualification Requirements: Credits, 
Exams, License Rules 
The CPA qualification is the globally respected professional credential offered by the American Institute 

of Certified Public Accountants (AICPA). It is highly valuable for anyone pursuing a career in 

accounting, finance, auditing, or taxation. The CPA exam is rigorous and requires a mix of education, 

exam clearance, and licensing. The answer to what the CPA qualification includes is simple—it requires 

a bachelor's degree (minimum qualification for CPA), passing four exams, and completing specific 

licensing requirements. A CPA, or Certified Public Accountant, becomes an expert in U.S. accounting 

standards and financial laws. Many students from India pursue this qualification to work in 

multinational companies or to gain international accounting credibility. The CPA qualification in India 

is gaining popularity due to its global career opportunities and high salary packages. 

What Is the CPA Certification and Why Is It Important? 

CPA certification is a global qualification offered by the American Institute of Certified Public 

Accountants (AICPA). It shows that the candidate has deep knowledge of U.S. accounting rules, 

auditing, tax laws, and ethics. The CPA qualification is one of the most trusted titles in finance, and 

companies worldwide prefer hiring CPAs for high-level roles. 

Global Recognition of the CPA Qualification 

The CPA certification allows professionals to work in the United States and countries like the UAE, 

Canada, Australia, and India. This makes it a perfect fit for Indian students who wish to work with 

multinational corporations, Big 4 accounting firms, or global financial consultancies. 

The CPA designation adds value to resumes and increases salary prospects. Employers view a CPA as 

someone skilled in U.S. GAAP, IFRS, tax planning, auditing, and regulatory compliance. It opens doors 

to positions like: 

• Financial Analyst 

• Internal Auditor 

• Compliance Officer 

• Chief Financial Officer (CFO) 

Importance in Today's Job Market 

Today, global companies prefer professionals who understand international laws and financial systems. 

The CPA qualification in India is gaining popularity because it fits well with global career plans. 

Companies in India with U.S. operations look for CPAs to handle cross-border accounting. Also, many 

Indian Chartered Accountants now pursue a CPA to expand their career overseas. The combination of 

CA and CPA adds power to their profile. 

Ethical and Legal Credibility 

One reason companies trust CPAs is their ethical code. CPAs follow strict rules and must complete 

Continuing Professional Education (CPE) annually. They stay up to date with new laws and standards. 

Also, they get their CPA license only after fulfilling work experience and ethics training. This makes 

sure that they are both qualified and responsible. 
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CPA qualification demands three core things: education, examination, and licensing. Each part needs to 

be completed according to the rules set by the U.S. state boards. Each state has different rules. However, 

all require a strong background in accounting. 

Education Requirements 

To become a CPA, candidates must meet the CPA degree requirements. A candidate must complete at 

least 150 credit hours of education. This is similar to a 5-year academic program in the U.S. 

A B.Com (Bachelor of Commerce) gives only 90 credit hours in India. So, students often complete 

M.Com, CA, or MBA to meet the CPA course eligibility. The qualifications needed for a CPA must 

include courses in accounting, taxation, auditing, and business law. 

Some state boards allow CA Intermediate candidates to appear for the exam. But most require a 

completed degree. 

Exam Requirements 

Candidates must pass all four CPA exam subjects: 

• Auditing and Attestation (AUD) 

• Financial Accounting and Reporting (FAR) 

• Regulation (REG) 

• Business Environment and Concepts (BEC) 

Each exam has multiple-choice questions, task-based simulations, and a written section (BEC). 

The exams test knowledge and how well a candidate can apply it. 

Licensing Requirements 

After passing the exams, candidates must meet CPA license requirements. Most states require 1–2 years 

of supervised work under a licensed CPA. Some also demand completion of ethics exams. The licensing 

makes sure that the CPA is fit to practice. The CPA certification requirements go beyond just passing 

exams. Candidates must stay updated with continuing education throughout their careers. 

Eligibility Criteria for a US CPA in India 

Indian students need to understand the rules set by the U.S. state boards. These boards decide who can 

sit for the CPA exams. To meet CPA eligibility criteria, students in India must complete: 

• B.Com + M.Com (or) 

• B.Com + CA (or) 

• B.Com + MBA (or) 

• CA Intermediate + Graduation (select states) 

This mix completes the required 150 credit hours. It matches the U.S. master's level requirement. 

The cpa usa eligibility criteria require specific accounting subjects. These include financial accounting, 

cost accounting, auditing, and business law. Students who don't study these subjects cannot qualify. 

Many Indian students send their transcripts for evaluation. Approved bodies like NASBA or WES do 

this. They tell the student how many U.S. credit hours they have. 

Work and Age Criteria 

The eligibility for cpa exam does not require any work experience. Experience is only needed later, for 

the license. Also, there is no age limit for the CPA exam. Students can apply after graduation. However, 

younger students may find it harder to do without enough credits. 

CPA Course Structure and Duration 
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The CPA course has a strict but straightforward structure. It has four parts. All must be passed within a 

time limit. 

CPA Course Duration 

The cpa course duration is flexible. Students must pass all four exams within 18 months after passing the 

first one. Most finish it in 9–12 months with full-time study. Working professionals may take 12–18 

months. Here is a table for better understanding: 

Exam Hours Topics Covered 

FAR 4 hrs GAAP, IFRS, Financial Statements 

AUD 4 hrs Internal control, Evidence, Reporting 

REG 4 hrs Taxation, Ethics, Business Law 

BEC 4 hrs Economics, Finance, Written Tasks 

All exams are taken on a computer at Prometric centres. Indian students can now appear for exams from 

India, the UAE, or the USA. 

CPA Course Syllabus 

The cpa course syllabus focuses on U.S. GAAP and legal rules. Each subject tests different parts of 

accounting: 

• FAR: Income statement, balance sheet, pensions, leases 

• AUD: Audit planning, evidence, internal controls 

• REG: U.S. tax rules, business law, ethics 

• BEC: Corporate governance, financial management, IT systems 

The syllabus changes every year. Students must study the latest materials. Many choose coaching from 

institutes like Simandhar, Miles, or Becker. 

Who Can Apply for the CPA Exam? 

Anyone with a graduation degree in relevant subjects can apply. However, the CPA exam qualification 

requires strict document checks. 

Profile Fit for CPA 

Students from the following backgrounds can apply: 

• Commerce graduates 

• Chartered Accountants 

• MBAs in Finance 

• M Com holders 

• Accounting professionals 

Those from science or the arts must take extra accounting courses to qualify. The cpa india 
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requirements don't allow any shortcuts. All students must submit their transcripts to an approved 

evaluation agency. 

Application Process 

The CPA exam application has many steps: 

1. Choose a U.S. state board 

2. Get transcripts evaluated 

3. Fill application form 

4. Pay exam fees 

5. Receive NTS (Notice to Schedule) 

6. Schedule exam 

This process can take 1–2 months. Indian students should apply early to save time. Students must 

understand the us cpa course details before applying. Many coaching institutes help with the whole 

process. 

How to Become a CPA from India? 

Many students ask, "How to become a CPA from India?" The process seems initially complicated, but it 

becomes easy in steps. This section will clearly show you the entire procedure. 

Step 1: Meet the Education Requirements 

The most important step is completing the minimum CPA qualification. Indian students must complete 

150 credit hours of education, which equals a 5-year U.S. degree. 

Since a B.Com degree gives only 90 credit hours, Indian students usually need: 

• B.Com + M.Com 

• B.Com + CA 

• B.Com + MBA in Finance 

Some U.S. states also allow CA Inter + B.Com for eligibility. To confirm credit hours, students must get 

their marksheets evaluated by NASBA or WES. This is how students meet CPA degree requirements. 

Step 2: Choose the Right U.S. State Board 

Each U.S. state has its own CPA exam requirements. States like Alaska, Guam, and Montana are more 

flexible for international students. 

Some states require: 

• Social Security Number 

• Ethics Exam 

• Extra experience hours 

Students must pick a state that matches their profile. Coaching institutes like Simandhar and 

Miles help guide students in this. 

Step 3: Submit Your Documents and Apply for the Exam 

After selecting the board, students must: 

1. Submit academic transcripts 

2. Get credit hours approved\ 

3. Fill in the CPA application form 
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4. Pay exam and evaluation fees 

Once approved, they get a Notice to Schedule (NTS), which allows them to book exam dates. 

Step 4: Pass All 4 CPA Exam Subjects 

The CPA exam has four sections: 

• FAR (Financial Accounting and Reporting) 

• AUD (Auditing and Attestation) 

• REG (Regulation) 

• BEC (Business Environment and Concepts) 

Students must pass all exams within 18 months of clearing the first one. This is where the duration of the 

CPA course becomes essential. Full-time students usually finish in 9–12 months. Working professionals 

may need 12–18 months. 

Step 5: Complete CPA Licensing Requirements 

Passing the exam is not enough. The final step is meeting CPA license requirements. Most states ask for: 

• 1–2 years of experience under a licensed CPA 

• 1 ethics exam 

Once done, students receive their official CPA license. 

CPA vs CA: Which Is Better for Indian Students? 

The debate on CPA vs CA is common among commerce students. Both are excellent qualifications, but 

they serve different purposes. This section helps you understand which is better for your goals. 

Course Content and Focus 

CA (Chartered Accountant) is based on Indian laws and standards. It covers Indian accounting, income 

tax, GST, and Indian Company Law. 

CPA, however, focuses on U.S. GAAP, federal taxation, IFRS, and international finance. It is better for 

students aiming for multinational roles. Also, CA includes a long 3-year articleship. CPA only requires 

work experience after passing the exams. 

Course Duration and Time Investment 

The CPA course duration is short. A student can clear the CPA in 9–12 months. Some complete it in 6 

months with focus. 

CA, on the other hand, takes 4–5 years due to multiple levels (Foundation, Inter, Final) and the long 

articleship. So, if time is a concern, CPA is the faster path. 

Pass Rates and Difficulty Level 

CPA exams have a pass rate of 50–55% for each subject. The exam is challenging, but doable with 

coaching and practice. 

CA exams are much harder to clear, with pass rates often below 15%. Many students repeat attempts for 

years. This makes CPA more appealing for students who want a faster and achievable qualification. 

Global Opportunities 

The CPA qualification is accepted worldwide. It helps students work in: 

• U.S. 

• UAE 
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• Canada 

• Singapore 

• MNCs in India 

CA is more focused on Indian accounting and legal practice. For government jobs, audit firms, or 

practice in India, CA is perfect. For international jobs, a CPA is better. 

CPA Qualification FAQs 

Q1: What qualifications are required for a CPA? 

 A bachelor's degree in accounting or commerce with at least 120 credit hours is required. 

Q2: Can I do a CPA in 3 months? 

Unlikely. Each paper needs 2–3 months of preparation, and passing all four in 3 months is extremely 

rare. 

Q3: Is CPA harder than CA? 

CPA focuses more on application and global standards, while CA is more detailed in the Indian context. 

Q4: Which CPA discipline is the easiest? 

BEC is considered the easiest due to its writing section and business-focused content. 

Q5: Can I do CPA without work experience? 

You can appear for exams without experience, but you need 1–2 years of supervised work to get the 

license. 
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