
 

Principal Amount Amortization: Break Your 
Loan in a Smart Way 
An amortization schedule outlines how much of each payment goes towards interest and principal, 

showing how the balance decreases over time.  Principal amount amortization means the step-by-step 

repayment of the original loan amount through regular payments. Each payment reduces the loan and 

also covers the interest. In simpler terms, principal amount amortization is when a borrower slowly pays 

off the loan balance and the interest every month. This method helps significantly manage money better 

and avoid surprises. It plays a major role in home loans, car loans, education loans, and more. Knowing 

how amortization works makes it easier to plan EMIs and finish loans early. It also shows how payments 

reduce the loan and how much interest you pay. 

Understanding the Basics of Principal Amount Amortization 

Loan repayment always follows a pattern. In principal amount amortization, each EMI reduces the loan 

bit by bit. This process divides every EMI into two parts — one part goes toward the principal 

repayment, and the other covers the interest charged by the bank. Amortization is not random. It follows 

a set pattern where each month's EMI changes in value, even if the total amount stays the same. Most 

borrowers do not notice this breakdown, but it’s essential to know. The balance between principal and 

interest changes with every payment. As the loan gets older, the TPAL share increases. That means 

more of your money reduces your debt. Understanding this helps manage EMIs smartly and compare 

and save periods. It also helps compare banks and save money by picking the right amortized cost loan. 

What Principal and Interest Mean in Amortization? 

In any loan, the loan principal definition is the base amount borrowed. This does not include any 

interest. The bank gives this amount, and the borrower pays it back over the years. Interest is the charge 

the bank takes for lending money. The principal and interest payment system means each EMI includes 

a little of both. At first, the interest is high. Slowly, it becomes. This helps people stay within budget 

early on and speed up repayments later. The beneficial slow but steady, making amortization predictable 

and useful for long-term planning. 

Why Amortization is Important? 

Amortization plays a vital role in financial and business accounting by providing a structured method for 

allocating the cost of intangible assets over their useful life. These assets—such as patents, copyrights, 

trademarks, and software—don’t have a physical form but represent real economic value. Without 

amortization, companies might inaccurately report profits, overstate asset values, or mislead 

stakeholders about their financial health. It ensures that the expense recognition matches revenue 

generation, aligning with the matching principle in accounting. This improves financial transparency and 

helps in better budgeting, forecasting, and tax planning. 

• Gives a clear view of future payments 

• Helps plan budgets with EMI predictions 

• Let borrowers track how amortization works 

• Shows the true cost of borrowing over time 

• Makes financial decisions smarter and safer 

• Encourages early principal repayment to save interest 
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Amortization Period and Loan Term 

The borrowing-to-repayment period is the full time taken to repay the loan. A loan may be short-term, 

but it still needs more time to be finished. For example, a 5-year term loan may need 20 years to pay off 

fully through renewals. Knowing the difference between a term and amortization helps when picking 

home loans. Long amortization reduces EMI but increases total interest. Short amortization increases 

EMI but saves on interest. Borrowers should pick based on income, future growth, and savings goals. 

How does the Loan Amortization Schedule Break Down Each Payment? 

The loan amortization schedule is a chart that explains where your EMI goes. Each line shows how 

much you pay for interest and how much the loan costs. It helps you understand when your money 

makes a bigger dent in your debt. In the beginning, interest was high. This is because banks charge 

interest on the full amount first. As the principal goes down, so does the interest. This chart becomes a 

guide for long-term borrowers. It helps them plan prepayments and cut down the loan earlier. A correct 

understanding of this shows when to make extra payments and how many years it will take to repay the 

loan fully. For first-time borrowers, this is a must-read tool that can be found in every loan agreement or 

generated using tools. 

Monthly Loan Payment Breakdown 

A monthly loan payment breakdown clearly shows how each EMI is divided. When someone pays 

₹10,000 per month, they may think ₹10,000 reduces the loan. But in truth, only part of it does. The rest 

pays off the interest. As time passes, the principal share increases. This is important because real debt 

goes down only through principal payments. The remaining loan balance falls slowly, but allows banks 

to earn interest early and allows borrowers to adjust payments later. Borrowers must check this 

breakdown often. It tells them if the loan is on track and whether it's time to prepay or refinance. Savvy 

borrowers look at this monthly to adjust plans. 

Using Amortization Calculators 

An amortization calculator is a useful online tool that helps people understand their loans better. You 

enter your loan amount, interest rate, and loan period. It gives you monthly EMI and total interest and 

shows how your loan will be reduced over time. Using this tool is better than guessing. It shows the 

exact amortization table for your loan. It helps compare offers from different banks. It also allows 

borrowers to test what happens when they prepay or change EMI amounts. Many calculators also give a 

full mortgage amortization schedule. This shows how much you save when you pay extra. Students and 

first-time loan users should try these calculators before signing any loan deal. 

Amortized Loan Example 

Let’s take an amortized loan example. Suppose you take ₹10,00,000 at 8% interest for 20 years. The 

EMI is ₹8,364. Over 20 years, you pay ₹20,07,360. Out of this, ₹10,07,360 is interest. That is the extra 

you pay just for borrowing. If you make one additional payment of ₹50,000 in year 1, the interest goes 

down by ₹1,00,000 or messes up the power fixed-rate payment. This is why it is essential to understand 

fixed-rate loan amortization and plan payments early. 

 

Principal vs Interest: What You're Paying  

Your monthly payment includes principal and interest. Only part of your monthly payment reduces your 

loan. The rest is the cost of borrowing. This is the difference between loan interest and principal. In the 

early years, you mostly pay interest. That's why the debt feels like it's not reducing. But don't worry. 

After some time, most of the EMI goes towards the loan. Understanding this shift helps patients and 

focuses. This pattern is typical in all loans: home, car, student, and personal. Knowing the breakdown 
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can help you plan better and decide when to start extra payments. You can also use this data to bargain 

for better rates during refinancing. 

Why is more interest paid in the Beginning? 

Banks use the reducing balance interest. Initially, it is calculated on the unpaid loan amount. At the 

beginning, the loan is big, so the interest is significant. Over time, the loan reduces, and so does the 

interest. This system is fair but tricky. Many people feel disappointed when their debt hardly reduces in 

the first few years. That's why checking the amortization table regularly is good, and making extra 

payments when possible. Early prepayment helps ease this burden. It allows you to skip future interest 

by clearing the principal fast. So paying a little extra early makes a big difference later. 

Amortization Table for Clear Understanding 

Here is an amortization table to show real numbers. It explains how interest becomes smaller and the 

principal gets bigger with time. 

Year EMI Paid (₹) Interest Paid (₹) Principal Paid (₹) 

1 1,20,000 90,000 30,000 

10 1,20,000 40beneficial 
 

20 1,20,000 5,000 1,15,000 

This table is beneficial for students and first-time borrowers. It shows how to stay on track. It also 

proves why patience and planning are key in loan repayment. 

Tips to Reduce Your Loan Principal Faster  

People want to clear loans early. That’s a brilliant goal. To do that, they must reduce principal faster. 

Small. The secret is knowing that when you pay, it can help you save lakhs of rupees to make extra 

payments, and how often to pay is the secret. Paying more early means you save more. Banks will not 

stop you from prepaying unless there's a penalty. Even then, prepaying is often worth it. Extra payments 

reduce the loan, which means interest becomes lower. This trick works well in the first 5 years of the 

loan. Many borrowers make the mistake of waiting. But early action works best. 

Extra Payments Help in Faster Principal Repayment 

If you get a bonus or Diwali gift from your company, use some of it to prepay the loan. Even ₹10,000 

early can save ₹25,000 later. That’s how amortized cost changes over time. You can also round off your 

entire EMI if your EMI is ₹8,364, pay ₹9,000. That extra ₹636 goes, not entirely significant. Over 12 

months, that’s ₹7,632 extra — with big savings on interest. 

Shorten the Amortization Period 

Another smart way is to choose a shorter amortization period. You pay more per month, but you finish 

the loan early. This is good for people with steady incomes or growing salaries. Compare two borrowers 

— one picks 30 years, the other picks 15 years. The first one pays less EMI but more total interest. The 

second one saves money even with a higher EMI. This strategy works well for couples with dual 

incomes. It also helps people with long careers ahead. Shorter loans build discipline and save future 

earnings. 

Refinancing Helps Save Too 
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Refinancing means switching your loan to another bank for better rates. If your current rate is 9% and 

another bank offers 7.5%, switching helps. The EMI becomes smaller, and the total interest reduces. 

Refinancing helps during mid-loan stages. Many people don’t check their rates after 5 years. But banks 

change rates often. A lower rate cuts the amortization formula cost without extra payments. Before 

switching, use an amsignificantization calculator to compare old vs new. If the savings are big, go 

ahead. Refinancing gives the same loan at a cheaper cost. 

Relevance to ACCA Syllabus 

Since financial reporting is a core preparation and interpreting knowledge, it allows for preparing and 

interpreting sophisticated financial statements under international accounting standards. Principal 

amount amortization is a key topic under IFRS 9 in ACCA, which governs the treatment of financial 

liabilities and amortized cost methods. Understanding how loans and financial instruments are amortized 

over their life is essential for accurate financial reporting, consolidation, and financial analysis. 

Principal Amount Amortization ACCA Questions 

Q1: Which amortization method is used under IFRS 9 for financial liabilities measured at amortized 

cost? 

 A) Straight-line method 

 B) Units of production method 

 C) Effective interest rate method 

 D) Reducing balance method 

Ans: C) Effective interest rate method 

Q2: What component decreases over time with each payment when amortizing a financial liability? 

 A) Interest expense 

 B) Principal amount 

 C) Total liability 

 D) Equity 

Ans: B) Principal amount 

Q3: Which component remains fixed in an annuity-based loan repayment plan? 

 A) Total interest 

 B) Monthly payment amount 

 C) Principal balance 

 D) Amortization schedule 

Ans: B) Monthly payment amount 

Q4: Under IFRS 9, amortized cost is calculated using: 

 A) Historical cost only 

 B) Nominal interest rate 

 C) Present value of future cash flows 

 D) Face value of liability 

Ans: C) Present value of future cash flows 

Q5: Amortization of loan principal over time affects which of the following financial statements? 

 A) Statement of Profit and Loss only 

 B) Statement of Financial Position only 

 C) Both Statement of Profit and Loss and Statement of Financial Position 

 D) Statement of Changes in Equity 

Ans: C) Both Statement of Profit and Loss and Statement of Financial Position 

https://plutuseducation.com/programs
https://plutuseducation.com/blog/financial-statements-of-a-company
https://plutuseducation.com/blog/what-is-acca/


 
 

Relevance to US CMA Syllabus 

The US CMA syllabus covers cost management, internal controls, and financial statement analysis. 

Principal amount amortization is relevant under topics like financial reporting and long-term liabilities. 

Understanding how to allocate interest and principal in loan payments helps in decision-making, 

budgeting, and performance analysis. 

Principal Amount Amortization US CMA Questions 

Q1: What is reduced during the amortization of a loan over time? 

 A) Operating costs 

 B) Principal amount 

 C) Revenue 

 D) Capital gains 

Ans: B) Principal amount 

Q2: The effective interest method for loan amortization is used to: 

 A) Recognize gains over the asset's life 

 B) Defer interest payments 

 C) Allocate interest expense evenly 

 D) Allocate interest based on outstanding balance 

Ans: D) Allocate interest based on outstanding balance 

Q3: Which element changes monthly in an amortized loan payment? 

 A) Loan tenure 

 B) Principal only 

 C) Interest and principal split 

 D) Total loan amount 

Ans: C) Interest and principal split 

Q4: Principal amortization affects: 

 A) Only cash flow 

 B) Only the income statement 

 C) Cash flow and balance sheet 

 D) Equity only 

Ans: C) Cash flow and balance sheet 

Q5: An amortization schedule mainly helps in tracking: 

 A) Tax payments 

 B) Dividend yields 

 C) Loan payments 

 D) Profit margins 

Ans: C) Loan payments 

Relevance to US CPA Syllabus 

For CPA candidates, amortization of principal amount falls under FAR (Financial Accounting and 

Reporting). It plays a significant role in understanding long-term liabilities, bond discounts, and 

premiums. Principal amortization helps in understanding practical interest rate applications and financial 

disclosures. 

Principal Amount Amortization US CPA Questions 

Q1: What does the amortization of the principal amount reduce on the balance sheet? 

 A) Retained earnings 
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 B) Cash and cash equivalents 

 C) Notes payable 

 D) Inventory 

Ans: C) Notes payable 

Q2: What is used in the effective interest method of amortization? 

 A) Historical cost of the asset 

 B) Coupon rate 

 C) Market interest rate 

 D) Nominal rate 

Ans: C) Market interest rate 

Q3: Amortization of bond discount Valueases: 

 A) Cash outflows 

 B) Interest expense 

 C) Asset value 

 D) Dividends 

Ans: B) Interest expense 

Q4: A loan is reported at amortized cost. What does it mean? 

 A) Book value plus premium 

 B) Face value of the loan 

 C) Initial cost minus accumulated depreciation 

 D) Present value of expected cash flows 

Ans: D) Present value of expected cash flows 

Q5: What does not affect the amortization schedule of a loan? 

 A) Interest rate 

 B) Loan term 

 C) Principal amount 

 D) Revenue earned 

Ans: D) Revenue earned 

Relevance to CFA Syllabus 

In the CFA curriculum, particularly in the Fixed Income and Financial Reporting sections, principal 

amount amortization plays a vital role. It is used to understand bond valuation, amortization schedules, 

and the computation of yield to maturity. CFA students must be able to model cash flows and interpret 

how principal payments affect bond pricing and portfolio returns. 

Principal Amount Amortization CFA Questions 

Q1: In a bond amortization schedule, what decreases over time? 

 A) Bond duration 

 B) Principal Outstanding C) Market rate 

 D) Credit risk 

Ans: B) Principal outstanding 

Q2: Which amortization method is typically used in fixed income analysis? 

 A) Straight-line 

 B) Sum-of-years-digits 

 C) Effective interest method 

 D) Declining balance 

https://plutuseducation.com/programs
https://plutuseducation.com/blog/cfa/


 
 

Ans: C) Effective interest method 

Q3: What does principal amortization impact in a bond valuation? 

 A) Coupon rate 

 B) Yield to call 

 C) Present value of cash flows 

 D) Capital structure 

Ans: C) Present value of cash flows 

Q4: The effective interest method helps calculate: 

 A) Tax savings 

 B) Accrued interest 

 C) Capital gain 

 D) Inventory cost 

Ans: B) Accrued interest 

Q5: What happens to interest payments as principal amortizes? 

 A) They increase 

 B) They remain fixed 

 C) They decrease 

 D) They stop 

Ans: C) They decrease 
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